Western Ohio NSDA District Tournament
February 20-21, 2026
Sylvania Northview High School

Greetings Coaches:
We are extremely excited about the upcoming tournament series for Western Ohio.  Please read the information here carefully.

Tournament Specifics:		February 20-21, 2026
				Sylvania Northview High School

Tournament Format:	I would strongly recommend that coaches review the material in the Unified Manual for operating procedures.  It can be found at the following link.
https://www.speechanddebate.org/high-school-unified-manual/
In debate – one judge will be used for all preliminary rounds and three will be used in the single elimination rounds.  Number of preliminary/elimination rounds will be set after registration is closed. This will be based upon registration numbers and will be shared prior to the start of the tournament.

Registration:			Deadline to enter all eligible students into the tournament via
				Speechwire is Saturday February 14th @ 8am.  All judges should be 
				entered at that time as well.
				
Registration:			We will be registering and scheduling using Speechwire again this year.
				Please be sure to make sure that your NSDA account is linked with 
Speechwire.  This is EXTREMELY important.  Results from the district tournament will be posted this way!  If you haven’t linked your results – results can now be posted.  



To do this – Log into Speechwire – and scroll to the bottom – and you will see:
Account settings
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	Change email
or password
	Team address
information
	Edit account
information
	Link NSDA student records
	Order
SpeechWire
	Log out



Click on the “Link NSDA Student Records”….and follow the prompts.  This is critical that everyone does this.

Registration:				You must be sure that students that you register for the
tournament are in fact eligible.  They have to have earned the minimum amount of points – “Merit” to be eligible.    So you have to make sure that they are.
The committee will verify all participants after registration closes – and will automatically drop any members who are not eligible.

NSDA Fees:				All fees owed to NSDA must be paid by Saturday February 14th 
					@ 8am.  This includes all student memberships.  

Judges:					Speech:  One judge for every Three Entries.
					Must be a 2024 Graduate or earlier.
Parents of students may not judge in the category that their child is participating in.  Please enter these blocks appropriately into Speechwire.
					Debate:  One judge for every 1-2 Entries
					Judges must be a 2025 Graduate or earlier.
					Parents may judge in these events.

Evidence Rules:				Coaches are encouraged to read the rules concerning Evidence 						on pages 35 – 42 of the Unified Manual.  You should discuss						these rules with your students.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Source Material:	Coaches are encouraged to read the information concerning source material on pages 58 – 62 of the Unified Manual.
				
Tournament Fees:			Fees for the NSDA District Tournament should be either brought to registration on the 20th or mailed to:
Alan Bates
Princeton High School
		100 Viking Way
Cincinnati, Ohio 45246

Checks need to be made payable to: Western Ohio District of the NSDA, and NOT to the NSDA national office in Des Moines.

If you are unable to have an actual check at registration – please be sure to bring a copy of the Purchase Order to present at registration.

 
Equity and Inclusion:		The Western Ohio Committee supports the NSDA
Equity and Inclusion Policies. As such we recommend that everyone familiarize themselves with the NSDA Discrimination and Harassment Policy at the following link:
https://www.speechanddebate.org/harassment-discrimination-policy/


We also would encourage all judges to explore the free judge training courses:
https://www.speechanddebate.org/judge-training/


	We will also have a Belonging and Inclusion Station
for adults and students to report any concerns that they may have or need to be addressed.  We would encourage you to learn more about the Belonging and Inclusion Station’s purpose and function at the following link:
https://www.speechanddebate.org/bis/



Schedule:	Please be aware that the flights will be determined based upon the number of entries in each category.  You will be notified when the schedule has been finalized.

Manuscripts:	Just a reminder that manuscripts must be available at the district tournament in case of a protest,

Auditing Procedure:	There will be a defined auditing procedure that will be in place at the tournament.  This exact process will be posted soon on a separate document. 

Facility Information:	Please consult the Tournament Logistics document for details about parking, food, maps etc.  That information will be posted soon on a separate document. 
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